CHAPTER VII
RELATIONS WITH THE MARATHAS
Before the battle of Shakar Khera, Nizamu'l-Mulkhad
come to an understanding with Raja Sahu who had sent a
contingent of troops under the command of Baji Rao in
order to help the former against the pretensions of Muba-
riz Khan. After the defeat and death of the latter, Baji
Rao, in recognition of his services, obtained the rank
of 7,000 zat, 7,000 horse, an elephant and jewelry from
Nizamu'1-Mulk. In fact Raja Sahu desired, as much as
did Nizamu'1-Mulk, to have peace in the Deccan ; it was
in the interest of both to avoid war and ensure consolida-
tion of their respective positions in their States. But the
ruthless ambition of Baji Rao hindered the realisation of
this objective. The latter's foreign policy aimed at the
creation of a Maratha Empire. He wanted to take full
advantage of the relaxation of authority and general dis-
order prevailing in the Mughal administration. Baji Rao's
other object, in pursuing this policy, was to make his own
authority supreme in the Maratha State. His father,
Balajl Vishwanath, by his ability and tact had greatly
increased the status of the Peshwaship, Originally the
holder of this office was considered to be one of the eight
pradhans or Ministers of State.1 And according to
Ranade, "the Peshwa was a smaller functionary than the
Pant Pratinidhi, whose salary was 15,000 Hons, while for
the Peshwa the salary was fixed at 13,000 Hons".2
Baji Rao, being unscrupulous and ambitious by nature,
tried to overshadow the authority of the other seven
members of the council and assume a leading position in
the Maratha State, by advocating the policy of conquest
1 Sen's Administrative System of the Marathas, p, 197.
2 The Miscellaneous Writings, p. 345,